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not have. They enjoy the dancing by themselves. Many
of the dancing songs contain stories from the Pitranas and
the story runs very smoothly. Even small details are not
missed. This is also one of the reasons why the monotony
of the movements is not keenly felt.
The Marathas.
The Marathas are recognised as a warrior race and they
have a history to substantiate this statement. Even today,
a number of them are serving in the army both in India and
abroad. They are distributed all over Maharashtra, the
majority residing on the Ghatside. The term Maratha is
rather loosely used, but the Maratfcas belonging to the 96
families, known as Shyannav KitU profess themselves to be
the pure section of the Marathas and they decline to inter-
marry with the Marathas not belonging to this fold.
These 96 knll Marathas have two distinct classes,
the first one comprising the sardars, jahagirdxrs, i.iamdass
and Deshmuklis in and outside Maharashtra and the second
one comprising the actual tillers of land who are mostly
confined to the Ghatside. The former is an aristocratic class
and the women in many of the families belonging to this
class still observe purdah. The present economic condition
of this class is, however, not very satisfactoo7. Many of them
are on the verge of bankruptcy, wine and women being
the principal drains on the ancestral property which in few
cases is personally looked after.
The food problem is not very acute with the agriculturist
class. The people spend much money at the time of
marriage; and the observance of funeral rites is also a costly
affair. These are the occasions when they get into the
clutches of the money-lenders. When the harvest is good
and one is able to lay aside some money the first consideration
of a Maratha specially belonging to the Nasik and Nagar
districts will be to purchase an open light cart drawn, absurd
as it may appear, by a bullock and a horse. *^Vith this
vehicle he will race to a place of a fair gaily dressed, with
his keep or a woman hired for the occasion behind him..